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SALVE, MAGISTRA
Mary Wren Small
Her life eonfirmed her views, left little doubt;
no need to wait for sparks from heaven to fall.
There was no dark fatigue or ennui of soul;
the latent fire persisted, at once on call.
Her students half-believing, weak, unwhole,
had tossed their lives about,
resisted passionately all monitors —
their days sometimes a long unhappy dream,
while she taught Virgil’s lines to help redeem
their troubled worlds she graced with metaphors.
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